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The idea of self constituted lead-
ership is one which seems to be
taking a most dangerous hold on
the minds of some of cur promi-
nent eolored men. They seem to
be spurting about in a most figity
manner now at this and then at
that attempt at political diploma.
cy. Today they are on the ros-
trom in defense of those high prin-
ciples which lie at the bottom of |
the republican party, civil and po- |
litical equality of rights—tomorrow |
they assume a middle ground and |
the next day they contend thatit |
is the duty of tne colored people
to ignore both their former po- |
sitions and to adopt one which is
antagonistic to them ; to become a !
balance of power—a corporate
body to be bought and sold, pliable
to the fluetnations common to all |
marketable commodities.  And if
positive alliance become necessary
they wouald have the negro join the
democratic party, that historic en-
emy of liberty and good govern-
ment, and Lo abide onr t'me among |
them. Thev have beea drifting be- .[
tween tedyvism  and independence |
without any appareat aim or end |
except their own personal aggran-
dizement. They were forgetful of |
the facs that the colored man has
a history unwritten though 1t be
apon which to elaim eqnal and ex- |
act justice ; that it became neces- |
sary to repeat some portions of it
in order that the whites may know
that it is not forgotten by us; that
the negro has for centuries bourn |
the heat and burden of the day;
heen toiling incessantly and with- |
out compensation to furnish proofs |
ot the stalnlity of the American
institution ; that they have by their |
labor caused the South to bloom |
with the rich produets of husban- |
dry, and the North to ring with |
the noisy hum of presperity ; that |
in ali the wars in which this coan. |
try has been engaged, the colored |
man was found battling for an in- |
dependence which he did not feel |
and for the secarity of liberties |
which were denied him; that the
colored man has always been true |
to his tasks—a life ot self sacnifice
and devotion to friends and du-
ty.
This elass of some individuals |
are constantly insisting epon their |
greatness when they do not possess
even the elements caleulated to
form the basis of ordinary man- |
hood. These would-be great peo-
ple are constantly in the way.
When those who possess proper
elements are marching forward
unostentatiousiy and attacking the |
strongholds of error, these wounld- |
be great people are tugging at|
their beals inorder that they may |
also appear great, or are snapping
and growling and snarling becanse |
they canvot take the lead. If a
conveintion is to meet and they are
not named among the great lights,
there to display their winskers,
their grey bair, bald heads or long |
ears, these pigmias set up a howl |
and make the air larid with de- |
naneiations and promiscnous sul-
phurous vaporings. They fairly
froth at the mouth declare

i
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and
that the world 1s all upside down
and themselves alone on top in-
stead of the Dbottom. This class
are brawl-breaders and sore-heads |
and can be of no permanent good |
to the race. This question of lead- |
ership is purely a gquestion as to|
position in line. If the truly great |
are now in the rear, it wont be jlong |
before they will be called to the
front. The brave private will al-|
ways supercede the cowardly cap
tain if he will ouly wait long
enough to give the captain time to
ghow his inability and the deed
will justify the theme thatin anion
there is strength and in dessention
there can be nothing bat retrogres-
gion, broken vows or broken bones.
The causes of our present position
are well known. The means cal-
calated to modify or elevate that
condition are not obscare or oceult

that a plenomenal personage is

necessary to delve into the hidden

mysteries of development. The

remedy is plain and the only ques-
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hundred years the colored people
have been made the objects of the

most bitter batred aud tyranny.
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were fostered by the whites then

ces among them. Whether the
last traces of African individuality
was destroyed in the vortex of con-
spiring tendencies it is diffienlt to
say. Surely when- the Negro

these preteusions are cases in| manhood or womanhood was denied | 1S €x¢eption to our suffrage is
there was no c¢laim to (he | the slave, and the influence which
unwarrantable as- | congpire to destroy individuality
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right or not, or even expedient is
not a question with us inasmauch
as it is the disposition of the domi-
| naut race to insist that our suffrage
shall represent some permanent
and common interest. The theory
aud practise of taxation without
representation is wrong in prineiple
and should not be tolorated, but

emerged from slavery he brought | the theory of representation with-

bat little sin in common save the
ignorance and poverty. Such a
conditien was the logical conse-
quence ot slavery—-a life of intense
wisery and deprivation; a standing
monument to the cupidity and ty-
rannical spirit of past times. To
day we are in a condition to appre-
ciate the forees which have operat-
ed against the liberty and equality

we have learned while in the en-
we can
form some conception of the possi-
bilities whieh lie before us and the
only means by which they may be
realized.

We occupy a pecunliar place in
the busy Americen body politic. We
mcluded in the Dbasis of
representation; we are taxed
and made to conform to all the
rules and regnlations governing
society, but we have no real rep-
and practica'ly
nothing to say with regard to tax
ation. Our votes are not counted
and our lives and property are sub-
ject to the fiendish caprice of law-
lessness and erime. The prejudice

by a vicions sentiment which fav-
ors non interference with state sov-
ereignty even when the assertion of
such presumed sovereignty over-
rides the power and authority of
the federal government—a senti-
ment whieh permits state authority
to interfere in federal as well as in
state elections. The propagalin of
this sentiment has been the result
of the inadaquacy of the adminis.
trative polieies of presidents. They
have been too cowardly, too pon-
dering and regardless of the rights
and liberties of the people as a
whole.

The disposition on the part of
the whites of the north to absolate-
ly ignore the national and counsti-
tutional rights of the colored peo-
ple in that section is produeing an
alarming effect upon the people
throughout the north. The ab-
sence of republican forms of gov-

colored people are in the majority
is stimulating inquiry into the
causes which have brought it about.
At the north a condition of things
cannot be readily corceived under
which a state may exist intact
while violating the essential prin-
ciples upon which a state should
act. There, obedience to the pop-
alar will results as a matter of
course from the very theme of gov-
ernment, ‘he wisdom of which is
econfirmed by practice and endorsed
by the most enlightened states.
Under it the states at the north
law
reigns and peace is queen ; the dig-
nity ot labor is conceded and the
component parts of the body pol-
itic are kept in motion and har-
mony by a fixed sentiment in favor
of the will ot the majority. At
The gov
ernment of the state rests upon the:
the theory that the majority of a
certain class of citizens constitutes
the popular will. Now, instead of
insisting upon some mysterious
leadership, some unaccountable
panacea for the evils which we now
suffer, why not look at the history
of the development of peoples and
fiom excomples of progress and
means advaneement found there
select the meaus of our own devel-
opment?

Why expeet any one man or set
of men to point out the way when
that way is open to the intelligent
ol our people and open the history
of human progress? In this light
I regard the propriety of turning
our attention to industrial parsuaits
cannot be over estimated. It is
the absence of wealth, the want of
acquaintance with the diversified
industries ot this country, our fail-
ure to appreciate the true relatious
of capital to labor and our inability
to cope successfully with our white
brothers in skilled labor which is

out the subject of taxation might
he eqaally objectionable. Disgnise
it as we may the fact remains that
we may not hope to be recognized
as eqaals in the vast and busy
American body politic until we ae-
cumulate wealth or at least evince
that interest in the material de-
velopment of our people and a
warm solicitude for the adoption
of such wedinms as through which
labor may tecure happiness and
prosperity.

It is the duty of the colored
people to tarn their attention to-
ward material development, to let
politics be the incedent to and not
tue objeet of their citizenship and
when called npon to exercise their
suffrage to do so with special refer-
erence to sound moral prineiples
and on the side of material advance-
ment. Of course this involves
popular education as a means of
apprecation  and  prosecuting
schemes and systems by which the
accummulation of wealth is made
possible. It also invelves whole-
some cooperation as a means of
welding individual powers into
one grand and profitable force.
This guestion of material prosperi-
ty also involve the sources of waste
question  relating to to the bung-
hole and the spigot. It involves
temperance which is now becoming
a matter ot double importance.
Hitherto the question has assumed
no greater importance than to call
forth sentimental eballition. The
object to the consumption of liquor
has been laid in moral ¢tonsidera-
tions merely and has been nrged
by moralisis and divines. But to
be fully considered this question
must address itself to the economi-
cal interest of men as well as to
considerations of mere morality. It
must be wade perfectly plain that
the consumption of liquor will in-
creare the taxes and endanger the
material prosperity of the people.
In short it must be considered with
reference to the economic policy of
the conuntry. The expense of intem-
perance, as well as its horrors are
being felt and the pauperization of
our working classes aud the crime
and misery which are i1ts natuaral
consequences ; are warnings which
the press cannot pass nubeeded.

Our condition demands not
so much a leader as it does a
more wide spread manifestation
of moral heroism and physical
courrge. It demands that a man-
ly defense be made against the
encroachments of unauthorized
power, greed and vice. It de-
mands that when our homes are
invaded the shot gun shall be
the direct resort in their protec-
tion; when our rights areinvad-
ed the navy-six shall play as im-
portant part in their just arbitra-
ment as it does in their denial;
that when our property is de-
stroyed that the torch of retalia-
tion shall be lighted and applied
until, devastation, destruction,
blood, tears, misery and starva-

‘tion shall teach our white op-

pressors that the colored man
whose heaven erected face the
smiles of love adorn can and will
fight and die as will a submit
and suffer and is being taught to
assert his rights by the deriful

instruments of revenge. Our
condition suggests the further

adherence to the republican par-
ty asalever toward our elevation.
The colored man finds the repub-
lican party still holding out its
arms to embrace him as a man
and a brother. Its principles and
its practices proclaim and exe-
cute in sofar asit is possible,
the theory of the equality of
citizenship. It builds our school
houses, it stimulales in us a de-
sire o develop all the noble in-
stincts of our nature. Where-
ever it maintains power, the col-
ored man 1is protected against
insult in a moral sense as well as
against the encroachments which
his enemies are endeavoring to

one of the secrets of our failare to!
secure full social and pelitical rec- |
ognition. The ballot of the freed.|
man is excepted to not because 1t
is not the legitimate incident to

practice in apolitical way. That
party favors the purification of
politics, a reform of the civil ser-
vice, a system of protection to
American industries and Amer-

citizenship—it is the very charac-|ican labor. It declares opposi-

teristie of eitizenship—but cecause
it does not represent a sufficient

tion to Bourbonism and its nefa-
rious practices for the defeat of
' honest elections. It is opposed

wicked master. Everything essen-| property of material interest to |ty Mormonism—the foulest social

tial to the make up eof a proper|

command 1espect. And whether

| (Continued on 2nd Page.)
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BOSION SHOE sHOUSE;

912 SEVENTH STREET NORTHWEST.

THEGREAT

==

Ladies $§4 Best Dongola Button Handsewed Common Sepse or
Opera Toe, now go at $3.15

J. and T. Cousins’ best quality Dongola, Opera, or Common Seuse
also Patent Leather Tipe formerly sold at $4 now go at $3.25,

Our own make Ladies Best Quality Dongola Button, all shapes,
always $4.50 Shoe, now go at $3.50.

STRICTLY HAND-MADE.

Ladies’ Best Quality Hand-Made Shoes, in Opera and Cummon
Sense, heavy or Light weight soles, always $4, now closing them out

at $2.98. All shapes, sizes &c,
Ladies’ French Tanned Dongola, in Common Seuse and Opera Toes,

always $3.25, now go at $2.50.
J. and T. Cousiv’s Make, Best Quality $3 Shoe, now go at $2.25. All

shapes.

Same make. J.and T. Cousin’s Spring heels. 1} (Misses), now go
at $1.75 ; elsewhere at§$2.25.

Our $2.50, $2, and 1.50 Shoes are reduced 26 per cent.

OUR GENTLEMEN’S DEPARTM ENT

Is too numerous to mention, but prices are way down, Aboat 500 ir
of Gent’s Fine Shoes, od ds and ends, at half vaiuae, -

Be Sure Axp Carnrn Esrry.

BOSTON -SHOE HOUSE

H. GOLDSTEIN, Proprietor,
912 SEVENTH STREET, N. W, BET. 1 & E o1'4.

SIG N=Blue SlipperOver The IDoor

Money refunded to dissatisfied purchasers,

Rrmember our TRUNK DEPARTMENT is filled with all styles of
Trunks, suitable for all, at less prices than any.

e e e

House Keepe

rs Attention!

. s o’

BACHSCHMID AND MYERS

New Emporium of House Furnishings

FURNITURE, CARPETS, OIL CLOTHS, STOVES, RANGES
BEDDING, &ec. Goods sold on the Credit System.
Be5=1007 Tth Street and 657 N. Y. Ave., 0. w.

HEADQUART ERS

FOR LADIES WEAR:

—_—

«READY MADE DRESSES!” For ladies and children. Wrappres
Cloaks and Underwear. Or any garment made to order on one
days notice. For style and fit we are supreme and weecannot
be undersold. In our Dry Goods, Hosiery, Gents Un-
derwear, etc.. we guarantee a save of 25 percent.

“We Want Your Trade.”

And we guarantee satisfaction. All we ask of yoa is to call as we feel a
pride to show our goods and consider it nv trouble. Remember the
place and namber.

Manufacturing Establishment,
918 Tth St., n.w. HERZOGS OLD STAND.
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